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the whole, as it will cripple, or entirely prevent any important com- 
mercial operations by American citizens on our Pacific coast. 

" That we recommend the Oregon Convention to be held in Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, on the third, fourth, and fifth days of July, 1843. 

"That measures be immediately taken for the appointment of com- 
mittees at the capitals of all the states and territories west and south- 
west of the Alleghanies, to urge such action upon their several legis- 
latures as will induce Congress to immediate occupation of Oregon 
country by the arms, the laws, and the citizens of the United States. 

"That an address be published to the people of the West, and the 
Union generally, setting forth, and urging the adoption of the prin- 
ciples and opinions above proclaimed." 

[The meeting to appoint the delegates to this Oregon Convention 
was called to meet in Columbus on the last Saturday in June.] 



EXPERIENCES OF THE EMIGRATION OF 1843. 

From the New York Tribune (weekly), August 5, 1843. 
We find the following letter from the Oregon Emigration in the 
Iowa Gazette of the 8th instant (July) : 

OREGON EMIGRATING COMPANY. 

Kansas River, June 3, 1843. 
* * There are over 3,000 and perhaps 5,000 head of cattle, mules, 
and horses attached to the company. Captain Applegate has over 200 
head, and others over 100 head. This has been a bone of contention 
with some of the emigrants and very nearly divided the company. 
Indeed, I am not certain but it will be the means of a split yet, as 
there are a number without cattle who refuse to assist in guarding 
them. The dissatisfaction is not quite so violent now, as the cattle 
owners have agreed to furnish the company with beef, (in case of 
scarcity of buffalo meat,) work cattle and milch cows, the former at 
a price to be fixed by the committee, and the cows and oxen with- 
out charge. The company have agreed to this proposition, and the 
former law, limiting each individual to three head of loose cattle, is 
thereby repealed. The number of cattle is quite too large. It is im- 
possible to guard them at night, and the Indians at this place have 
already commenced stealing horses and killing cattle. The company 
which leaves next spring for Oregon should keep strict guard on their 
cattle and horses at the crossing of this river, as some eight or ten 
horses and mules have been stolen in one night from our company. 
Doctor Whitman from Walla Walla, who is in our company, advises 
that the company divide into three or four parties, for speed and con- 
venience, as there will be no danger from the Indians. 
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[The name of the writer of the above letter is not given. The letter, 
however, indicates that he came to the emigration from Burlington, 
Iowa, and evidently lived there, as his letter was printed first in a 
Burlington paper. He was chosen a member of the "cabinet advisers" 
of the captain — nine persons. Probably these points will serve- to 
identify him. Was he M. M. McCarver ?] 



LETTERS DESCRIPTIVE OF OREGON COUNTRY 
AND ITS EARLIER CONDITIONS. 

A letter by the Rev. Alvan F. Waller to his brother at 
Elba, New York. It was first published in the Christian 
Advocate and Journal. 

Taken from the Ohio Statesman, March 10, 1843. 

Wallamette Falls, April 6, 1842. 

Dear Brother: Your last came duly to hand and very much re- 
freshed our spirits. Write every opportunity, being assured that intel- 
ligence from our friends is to us in this land like cold water to thirsty 
souls. You will see by my letter where I am stationed. This is in 
some respects a pleasant though laborious field of labor. This is and 
is destined to be, the great emporium of the interior of this country. 
Its water power for manufacturing purposes is probably not rivaled in 
the States ; at least, few and far between are the privileges which 
equal or excel it ; besides here is an excellent salmon fishery. As to 
the country, taking it all and all, it is a good farming and grazing 
country. The winters are so mild that the cattle and horses do well 
without feeding. The country is well watered, and the inhabitants 
are, in general, healthy. The ague and fever is the most prevalent 
disease, although other diseases occur. On the sea coast I believe it 
is more healthy than back in the country. So far as I and my family 
are concerned, we have been as healthy as we ever were in the States. 
Our little ones are quite as hearty and as lively as the fawns that skip 
over the plains. 

Produce of all kinds, except corn, does well here, so far as it has 
been fairly tried. Some corn has been raised. Wheat, peas, and 
oats, I believe, so far as quality is concerned, can not excel in any coun- 
try. Potatoes are tolerable, and in some parts excellent. Indeed, it 
is my candid conviction, that an industrious and economical man can 
live as well (fruit excepted) and make property as fast as in almost any 
country, and far easier than in any part of the State of New York 
where I have lived. Let him bring with him a few hundred dollars in 
cash or property, his farming utensils, etc., and settle on one of these 
delightful plains and the first year he can support his family from the 
soil, as he has nothing to do but fence, plow, and sow, and prepare a 



